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- - -To the READER. 


F all Reaaing, Hiſtory hath in it - 
| () a moſt taking Delight, and no Hi- 
| ftory more delightfull than the Lives 
\* of good Men, 1t being not only pleaſant, 
| but profitable and ſo while other Pleaſures 
| become a Bait toe Vice, this becpmes a Mo- 
| tive 70 Virtue, It may be ſaid of ſuch Lives 
| as that Excellent Mr. Herbert ſaid of 

Verſe, | 


| _ ALife may find him who a Sermon flies, 
And turn delight into a Sacrifice. 


Thou haſt here a rare Hiſtory of a Youth, 
that may be of great uſe. and advantage 
| both ro Old and Young : That the Aged ſce- 
i mg themſelves out-done by Green _ may 
'; gird up their loyns, avd mend their pace 
| for Heaven; and that Young ones may be 
; fo wrought into the love of Religion, as it 

& Exemplified in this holy Perſon, as to en- 
deavour with all diligence to write after his 
excellent Copy. 

It is a great Work to die, and to die 
well is 4a greater ; and no Work calls for 

- A 2 greater © 
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| To the Reader. . 


preatcr diligence than this, becauſe the Er | 
rours of the firſt work can never be correft- | 
ed n a ſecond. Gre great reaſon why this . 


duty ts ſelciom well done, is becauſe we grudge 


Time to do it in, and leave it ro be done” 
at once. 1t 1s never like to be well done, 


unleſs it be always doing ; and. therefore we 
ſhould, in Conformity ro that great Apoſtle, 
aic daily. 

This was the prattice of this young Diſ- 
ciple, who among all his other Learnin 
( wherein for his time he excelled moſt ) had 


ſhould take out. 


About Fourteen years old he did dedi- | 
cate himſelf wholly tro God and his Service, 


and entred into a Solemn Covenant with 


God to that purpoſe : which as he did not . 
begin raſhly, and without 
tion; ſo he did not tranſatt ut ſlightly, 


reat delibera- 


but with great ſenſe and ſeriouſneſs : The 


Matter and Form of which Covenant you: | 


have in this enſuing Narrative, ſigned with 
his own Hand, according to that word of the 
Prophet, ( ſa. 44. 5. ) -One ſhall ſay, I am 
the Lords, and another ſhall call: himſelf 
by the name of Jacob, and another ſhall 
ſubſcribe with his hand-to the Lord. 


And with what care - atid Conſcience he per- | 
| formed 


iz Nineteen years ſo perfctHy learned this | 
Leſſon, that the wiſe God ſaw it fit he 
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To the Reader. 
ormed this Covenant, in Faſting, 1n Prayer, 
in Watchings, in Self-Examinatton, in Me- 
ditation, in Thanksgtving, in Walking with 
God in all, is fully witneſſed in what follows, 
which ſhews that he was a true Nathanael, 
an Iſraelite indeed in whom was no gulle. 
Not like thoſe Iſraelites which the Prophet 
reproveth, for that they flattered God with 
their Mouth, —- lied to him with their 
tongues, their hearts not being right 
with him, nor ſtedfaſt in his Covenant. 

For having once given up himſelf to God, 
He kept the ways of the Lord, and did 

not wickedly depart. from his God. 


When his worthy Father (my dear Friend ) 
was pleaſed to ſend this Narrative to me, 1 
confeſs I could not read it without orcat Re- 


| flettion and Shame: Thought 1, God wilt not 
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: | In in his ſcaſon. 


gather his Frutt till ut 1s ripe, and therefore 
[ live ſo long; nor will he ict it hang tl it 
zs rotten, therefore Nathanael dyed fo ſoor. 
We are not ſent into the World meerly 
to fill up a Number of years, but to fill up 
our Meaſures of Grace, and whenever that is 
done, our time 1s done, and we have lived #9 
Maturity, and ſo did this Youth, and therefore 
came to his Grave in a full Age ( :ho ar 
Nimeteen ) like as a Shock of Corn comes 
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To the Reader. 


The followiag Hiſtory 1s written by his own 
Brother, (4 worthy Miniſter ) the fitteſt of 


any for ſuch a Province, the nearneſs of 


Relation occaſioning that Intimacy which others 
could not eaſily have. In what he hath done 
herein, he hath deſerved highly of all who love 
Gooaneſs and Virtue, having uſed oreat Faith. 
fulneſs, and great Modeſty : Great Faithful- 
eſs, and that both to the Dead and to the 
Lrving ;, Tothe dead, in raiſing up the Name 
of ſuch a Brother ; and to the living, in giving 
5 4 Narration of his Life, without an Ora- 


tion 7 his Praiſe; which indecd was altoge> 
ther needleſs, when it was ſo fairly written by * 


himſelf, for his own works praiſe him in the 


Gates. And he hath uſed great Modeſty, in 


ſpeaking for the moſt part out of the Tournal 
of the Deceaſed, ſo that it is the dead who 


ſpeaks. while the living writes. And ſmce his 


End is more to provoke to Imitation than to be- 


ſpeak, Admiration, How greatly Aoth it con- | 


cern them into whoſe hands this N arrative 


ſhall happily fall, to joyn earneſt Prayer and 


ailigent Endeavour together in following this 
great Example, otherwiſe he that gave tt, 
 'and be that writes tt, will both riſe up tm 
judgment againſt an nnteachable Generation. 


| London, Fune | Ma t thew Mea d. 
TO. 


17. 1689. 
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Tothe READER. 


T #* not for me to ſay much of 
| _ the Perſon who is the Subjeft of 


the enſuins Hiſtory, for that 1 
arms his younger Brother. I have read 
| 4 Letter ( dated October 25. 1688.) 
' written to his and my ever hononred 

Father, wherein are theſe Expreſſions. 
6 Newer could Parent have cauſe of 
© yore comfort in a Child, than you 
« have in that Son of yours. T have 
- * ſeen his private Papers, and in then 

«(ich an Inſtance of a Walk with 
| *God, as few ancient Miniſters per- 
« haps have Experience of, eſpecially 
' & tor the three laſt years of his Life, 
& ] find that he maintained a courſe 
, © of wonderful Devotion, Supplication 
EK ,vd Meditation every day ; that ſ0- 
 & Jemn Humiliations and Thankſgiv- 
«© ings in ſecret, were no ſtrangers to 

| A 4 * bis 


To the Reader. 
&« bis Prattice, that he would be often | 
& rhinking with. himſelf, What. thall | 
«1 do for God? And in 2 word, that | 
«© Dy, Owen's. Bugk about -Spiritual- | 
« Mindednels, has been in a very rare | 
* manner tranſcribed into his Con- | 
6 verfation. | 

* He has bm for his years a preat 
© Scholar, but a better Chritian, The 
< Life of the famous young Janeway, | 
*©1rhbink, has not more of Holineſs |, 
* illuſtrious in it, than that of your | 
« ear Nathanael's, 

&« I write theſe things, becauſe 1 
*rudge you have no greater Joy. 
© Some Eminent Miniſters here, have 
© maintained a pleaſant, intimate, fa- 


& miliar Converſation with him, and _ 


« the Charadter which they gave of 
' him, is very Extraordinary.” Thus 
that Letter. 

I have likewi(e heard my Father ſay, 
that he was more grieved for the loſs 
which she-Church of God has ſuſtained 
in the death of that my Brother, than 
for his own lofi thereby. 
oy HD When | 


To the Reader. 
W her T parted {rom him ot a year 
000 ag0, '7 ' hoped that would not have been 
, | . py - Ulltimum Vale; bat [ now lament 
| my unhappineſs, in that I gaind no 
more by him : And yet muſt acknow- 

| ledge, thatebe little underſtanding which 


God bas given me in the Hebrew or 
, | Greek Tongues, was by that my Bro- 
, | ther as the inſtrument : So that 1 have 


Memory. His Death makes me remem- 
® ber the Poets words, 
"Oy #148 Orcds amofiviiruret veogs 

7 . T cannot but know, that if I ſhould 
mot fear and ſerve the God of my 
> | Brothers, and of my Fathers, and of 

' my Granda- Fathers, the ' neareſt Rela- 
{  . tiens I ever had inthe World, will be 
/ Witneſſes againſt me at the laſt day. 
5 . The Lord give us a joyful meeting in 
the day of Chri#t. 


.cauſe whilſt I ſhall live, to honour his 


I endon, February, 


F 


g'". 1689. 
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Samuel Mather. 
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THE 


INTRODUCTION. 


Y Reader will quickly diſcern 
M what it is that artempt the do- 
| ing of ; and I ſuppoſe he will 
then ſee no occaſion of enquiring Why. 
The Apology's wherewith Writers uſually 
fill the Prefaces of their Books, Do come 
of Evil ;, either the Vanity of the Compo- 
ſers is diſcovered, or the Candour of the 
Peruſers queſtioned in them. That I 
Write the Life of a Chriſtian, cannot be 
faulted by any one who Conſiders, That 
the Lives of Pions Men have been juſtly 
eſteemed among the moſt uſeful H/tortes 
which the Church of God Enjoyes; or 
that the beſ# Pens in the World have 
been employ*d in thus helping the Fuft 
unto Erernal Memory, Our Lord will 
have as mean a thing as one At of De- 
votion and Charity, in a poor Woman, 
to. be mentioned wherever His Goſpel 
comes. That I write the Life of a Bro- 
ther, 


e Introduction. 
ther, will not be reckoned abſurd by them 
who underſtand what Patterns I have, 
both Ancient and Modern, for my doing 
ſo. Fames Faneway among the reſt has had 
our Thanks for what an Account he has 
given of his Brother Joby. Indeed; if I 
ſhould not thus Raiſe up for my departed 
Brother a Name in J1ſracl, I were not 
worthy to Wear a Shoo, or to have a Face 
unſpit upon. My Natural Relation to him 
doth oblige me to beſtow an Epitaph up- 
on his Grave ; that the Sarvivers may not 
forget whoſe Duſt they tread upon : But 
I am by (that which Ambroſe calls) a 
Greater and Better Fraternity, concerned 
. to Embalm the Memory of One, who 
maintained ſuch a Walk wich God, as he 
did until God: rook him to Bimſelf. Ir 
has been obſerved, That thev who Live 
in Heavens while they are on Earth, often 
Live on Earth after they are in Heaven, It 
were lawful for me to deſire and Study 
ſuch a thing on the behalf of my Bro- 
ther, whoſe Egrly Piety is at once my 
own Shame and Foy * But I purſue an high- 
er End than this, deligning rather to 
procure Followers, than to beſpeak Admi- 
rers of this good Example : Thar this is 
my Main Scope, in what I am now doing 
of, I declare ſincerely and very ſolemnly. 
| "- nl 


The Introduction. 
And hence I have not here made an Ora- 
eion in his Praiſe, but given barely a Nar- 
rative of his Life, and this moſtly by 
Tranſcribing of his own AZemorials, in 
all affe&ting the plain ſtyle of 'a Juſt Hz. 
florian. 1 dotherefore Addreſs this Exem- 
plary Life unto the young People of New- 
Evxgland,and eſpecially unto thoſe of North- 
Boſton, who are the Lambs that I have 
Received a peculiar Charge from the 
Lord Jeſus about the Feeding of, To you 
do I preſent this Mirrour, wherein you 


may ſee the Exerciſes of a YVirtuous Youth, 


not only preſcribed, but alſo praiſed be- 
fore your Eyes: You ſhall ſee, as what 
ſhould be done, ſo what may be done by 
a Towng Perſon, 1n order to Everlaſting 
Felicity ; ſee him and hear him as Ore 
come from the Dead, ſaying, Do as I have 
aone,. The Father of him whom I de- 
ſcribe has Laboured exceedingly for the 
Converſion of the Riſmg Generation in New- 
Enoland; and his CALL tothem has been 


Printed and Reprinted here among vs. 


Tho the News of a Sozs Death muſt needs 
be afflictive to him, when he ſhall have 
the Report of 1t arriving to him in the 
other Enzland, yet I make no doubt, but 
his Parental Griefs will be not a little 


Mitigated, when he ſhall hehold zhar 
| Son 
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The Introduttion. 


Son thus Renewing his CALL by ſpeak- 
ing after he is Dead. This Young Man 
did pray much for you, while he was 
Alive, that yo might be truly Convert- 
ed unto God ; he does preach zow to you, 
from the Grave, or rather from the Sly, 
that yon would Remember your Creator 
in the dayes of your Youth. 'I wiſh that 
he may (to ule Chryſoſtoms Phraſe) be- 
come a Brother to you by Faith, as he is 
to me by Blood: And I extend this my 
wiſh with a moſt AﬀeCtionate Applicati- 
on to the Young Gentlemen, who belong 
to the Colledge which he was a Member 
of. As you have had in his Father a Re- 
for, whoſe Generous and Expeulive Cares 
have not been for your diſadvantage ; fo 
you have in his Dilizence and his Der ort- 
en, a Copy which is not altogether un- 
worthy of your Imitation : I am ſetting 
before yon the Excreiſes and Accompliſh- 
ments of a Scholar, whoſe chief Study it 
was, to be Wiſe unto Salvation ;, a Scholar, 
who Laboured while he was Learning 
all other things, not to be Ignorant of 
Him, Whom to know u Life Eternal. 1 am 
not without Hope, that ſome of you 
will now reſolve as Ferom did when he 
had read the Life of Hilarion, ſhutting 
up the Book and ſaying, Well, here ſhall 

be 


The TInrodaFiow. 


be the Champion whom I will follow : When 


you come to Dye, you will certainlycom- 
mend ſuch a Life as his; God grant that 
none of yoa may then have :cauſe to ligh, 
Qualis Artifex perco ! Or to complain, 
Surgunt Indotth & rapiunt Calum ;, Nos cum 
noftris Doftrins mer gumur m Infernum, That 
Grezt Man Hugo Grotics near his End pro- 
feſſed, That. he would gladly give all his 
Learning and . Honour tor the Integrity 
of a poor Han in his Neighbourhood, 
that ſpent Erghts Hours of his Time in 
Prayer, Eight 1n Labour, and Eight in Sleep 
and other Neceſlarics ; and unto ſome 
that applauded his Marvellous Induſtry , 
he ſaid, Ah, Vitan perdidi operoſe nihil 
Azendo ! Bat unto ſome thar asked, the beſt 
Counſel which a Man of his Attainment 
could give, he faid, Be ſertows. Tis with 
this Counſel that I humbly offer you the en- 
{ſuing Hiſtory. 


— 


Idvertilements. po 
TJ Here 15 juſt now publiſht a Treatiſe entituled, Reformed Re- 
ligion, or Right Chriſtianity de'cribed, in its Excellency 
and Uſefulneſs in the Whole Life of Man. Written by M; 
Barker Miniſter of the Goſpel. Price bound 1 6. 

There will in a few days be publiſht 4 new Martyrology, or 
the Bloody Afſizes, now exatly methodized in oze Volume, come 
prehending a compleat Hiſtory of the Lives, Sufferixgs and 
” Deaths of all thoſe Excellent Perſons who fell in the Weſt and 
elſewhere, from 1678. to 1689. with the Pictures of ſeveral of 
the Chief of them in Copper-plates. To which is added, The 
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| THE = 
LIFEad DEATH 


OF 


EL 
' | Mr. NATHANAEL MATHER. 
| 


| Bo little Figure in the Eccleſiaſtical Hi Ho. 


Yonng Man, whoſe Ornament will 
awaken in the Reader, an Enquiry 

> like that which the Atchievments of 
Dauvid, produced concerning him, Whoſe 


|= the LZife and Death of a 


. Son 5 this Youth? 


To Anticipate that Enquiry : 


Nathanael Mather had for his Grand-Fa- 


| thers Two of New-Ergland's Fathers, the 


Famous Richard Mather, and the not leſs 
Famous 7ohr Corton ;. whoſe Names have 
been in the Clinrch of God, as an Oint- 
ment popwred forth, and whoſe Lives bear 


ries 


42) 


ries of onr Engliſh 1ſracl. His Parents, 
being yet living, it's tqo; ſoon. to. give | 
them their Character; 'yet I may venture | 
to ſay, It's no diſgrace unto him in the | 
Opinion of Men that love' Learning and 
Virtue, that he was the Son of Increaſe 
Mather, the well known Teacher of a 
Church in Boſton, and ReQor of Har- 
ward Colledge in New-England, What Gre- | 
gory Nazianzen judged not improper to | 
be ſaid about his yet ſurviving Father, 
in his Funeral Oration upon his Deceaſ. | 
ed Brother, | may without any. culpable | 
Adulation on this occaſion, fay of him, | 
: He # another Aaron or Moſes in the houſe 
of hs God. ws | 
Our Nathanae! was born on Fuly 6". 
1669. which 1 find him Recording in 
his Diary, when he was fourteen, Years | 
Old, with ſuch an humble RefteUtion there--| 
upon, How little have 1 improved this time | 
| 
| 


ro the Honour of God as I ſhould have done ! | 
He wanted not the Cares of his Father | 
to beſtow a good Education on . him, which |. 
God bleſſed for the- Reſtraining him from 
the lewd and wild Courſes by which too | 
many Children are betimes reſigned yp | v 
to the poſſeſſion of the Devil, and for | v 
the Furniſhnng him with the Accompliſh- j 4 
ments as give an Ornament of GY; 8:0 | & 
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* of Mr. Nathanael Mather. 3 
the Head of Youth. He did Live where he 
might Learn, and under the continual 
Prayers and Pains, of ſome that looked af- 
ter him, he became an Inſtance of unuſual 
Induſtry, and no Common Pietv ; fo that 
when he dyed, which was 0G&od. i797". 1688. 
he was become in leſs than twenty years, 
An Old Man without Gray hatrs !pon him. 

To. thoſe two Heads, with a ſorrow- 
ful Addition of a Third, I ſhall confine 
my account of this Youre Man ; in which 
the Pifure tobe now drawi, has nothing 
but the Trath, and at leaſt fo much of 
Life in it, as to look upon every Reader, 
yea /peak unto him, ſaying, Go and do 
likewiſe. 

I. HSINDUSTY. 
He was an hard Srudenr, and quickly 


became a good Scholar, From his very 
Childhood, his Book, was perhaps as dear 


\, to him as his Play, and hence he grew 


particularly acquainted with Church-#- 
ſtory, at a rate not uſual in thoſe that 
were above thrice: as Old as He. Bur 

when he came to ſomewhat more of 


\. Toxth, his Tutor (who now writes) was 


forced ofcen to Chide him ro his Recrea- 


, Lions, but never thas I remember. for 


4 - them. 


4 The Life and Death 


them. To be Book was natural unto 
him, and to be ploduinr calte and plea- 
ſant rather than the contrary. Indeed he 
afforded not fo much a Pa:tern as a Can- 
tton to young Students ;. for it may be 
truly written on his Grave, Study kild 
Him. T ne marks and raed of a 'Stndi- 
ous Mind were to be diſcerned in him, 
even as he walked in the Streets ; and 
his Candle would burn after AM:anight, | 
until, as his own Phraſe for it was, He | 
thought his bones would all fall a under. | 
This was among the paſſages once noted 
17 his Diary. 
10 A. 26 D. three quarters of an hour 
aſter 12 at Night. 
* Aiter the many weariſom hours, days, 
* months, nay, years, that I have ſpent i In | 
| < hamane Literature ; and afrer my ma- 
By roilſoin Scudies in thoſe Hours, 
- when the General ſilence of every Houſe 
©in Town, proclaimed it high time for | 
"- me to put a ſtop unto my working | 
& Mind, and urged me to afford ſome Reſt 
© unto my Eyes, which have been almoſt 
« pat out by my Intenſeneſs on my Stu- | 
« dies; after theſe, I ſay, and when T | 
* am ready io do it : Oh how brndagy =, 
*aml1 to do It, conkidering ; : How little 
* Thave ſerved God' inthe aay ! | 
While | 
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of Mr. Nathanael Mather. &$ 


While he thus devoured Books, it camg 
to paſs that. Books devoured him. His 
weak Bady would not bear the 7oils, and 
Hours, which he uſed himſelf nnto ; and. 
his NegleC&t of Moderate Exerciſe, joyned 
with his Exceſs of Immoderate Lucubrati- 
on, ſoon deſtroyed the Digeſtion which 
his Blood ſhould have had in the laſt Ela- 
boration of it : by that time ſixteen Win- 
ters had ſmhow'd upon him, he began to 
be Diitempered, with many Pains and 
Alles, eſpecially in ſome of his 7oynts, 
which at laſt were the Gates of Dearth un- 
to him; not without ſuch very affliftive 
touches of Melancholy, too, as made him 
ſometimes to Write himſelf, Deodarms 


 Melancholicus, This was his way of /iv- 


?ng, ſhall I ſay, or of Dyme? And the 
ſucceſs of this Diligence was according to 
the Temper of it Great. When he was 
but Twelve Years Old he was admitted 
into the Colledoe, by ſtrict Examiners : 
And many Months after this paſſed not, 
before he had accurately gone over al] the 
Old Teſtament in Hebrew, as well as the 
New in Greek, beſides his going through 
all the LZiberal Sciences, before many 


other deſigners for Philoſophy do ſo much 


as begin to look into them. He Com- 
menced Farchelour of Arts, at the Age of 
SIXteen, 
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| 


Sixteen, and in the AF entertained the | 


Auditory with an Hebrew Oration, which 


gave a good Account of the Academical 
Afﬀairs among the ancient Fews. Indeed the 
Hebrew Lanzuage was become ſo Familtar 
with him, as if (to uſe the Expreſſion 
which one had in an rgenious Elegy up- 
on' his Death) he had apprehended it 


ſhould quickly become the ovly Language | 


which he ſhould have ocaſion for. His 
Second Degree after ſeven years being in the 
Colledge, he took juſt before Death gave 
him a T7bzra, which laſt was a promotion 
infinitely beyond either of the former. He 


then maintained for his Polition, Datur Ya- | 


ruum; and by his Diſcourſe upon it (as well 
as by other Memorials and Experiments left 
behind him in Manuſcripts) he gave a ſpeci- 
men of his Intimate Acquaintance with the 
Corpuſcularian (and only right) Philoſophy. 
By this time he had informed himſelf like 


another Mirandula, and was admirably ca- 


pable of arguing about, almoſt every Sub- 


ject that fell wichin the Conceraments of a | 


Learned Man. Not only Phoſophy but alſo 
Divmity did he now own a Body of : The 


Difficulties of the Mathematricks he had par- | 


ticularly overcome, and the abltruſe parts 


bath of. Arichmerick, and Aftrgnomy, were | 


graſped in lus Nnowledge, = 
| His 
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His Early Almanack,, and Calculdrions do 
ſomething, but the MSS. Adver/aria, left 


'- behind him in his Cloſet, much more, 


ſpeak fuch attainments in him : His Cro- 
nology was exact unto a wonder, and the 
State of Learning with the 7" MY and 
Works of Learned Men, in the World, 
this American Wilderneſs hath few that 
underſtand as well as he. Beſides all 
this, for the vaſt Field of' Theology, both 
Didattick, and Polemich., it is hardly Cre- 
dible how little of it his Travel had left 
unknown. Rabbinick, learnins he had like- 
wiſe no ſmall meaſure of ; and the Que- 


'. ſions referring unto the Scriprures which 


Phylology is converſant about , came un- 
der a very Critical Notice with him. 
Indecd he was a Perſon but of few words, 
and his Words with his Looks made the 
Treaſure in him wholly unſuſpeCted by 
Strangers to him ; yet they that were in- 


. -timately Acquaiated with him, can atteſt 


unto the Veracity of him that 'giverh this 
Deſcription ;'-and there are no mean- Pet- 
ſons who will profeſs with  Admiration, 
That they" could ſtarve encounter him in any 
Theme of Diſcourſe hon he Was 70t very 0 
rably acquainted with; 
But the Bark 1s now fplit in whichr all 
_ Riches were ſtowed. A Spaniſh 
| B wrack 
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wrack hath not more Sver than the Grave 


of ſuch a Young Man hath,Learning buri- 


ed in it. Indeed theſe things, Morris 
Ernnt ;, perhaps they dyed with him : But 


there is a more /mmorral thing to be ob- 


ſerved in him ; and that is, 


Il. HS PIETY. 


Tho? a jine Carriage was the leaſt thing 
that ever he affefted, yet a Good Nature 
made him dear to thoſe that were fami- 


liar with him. He was always very ob- | 
liging and officious, and more ready to 
do, than others conld be to ak a good | 


turn at his. hands: But he was above all 
happy, by being Early in pure Relig1on. 


The Common Effects of ſuch a Piow 
Education, as the Family In which he liv- 


ed afforded unto him, were ſeen even in 


his Childhood ; and ſecret Prayer became | 


very betimes one of' his Infant Exerciſes. 
He does in his MSs. partigularly take no- 
tice of a Scripture Copy ſet for him when 
he learned to Wrze, as a thing that had 
much Efficacy on him ; but when he was 
Twelve (or more) Years old, more pow- 
erful Convictions did the Spirit of God 
ſet home upon him than he had been uſed 


unto; ſome Records therefore I findin his | 


Papers, with this Glavſe in the Head » 


Tr 
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the Account, Rejoyre O my Soul, for the 
Lord has dealt bountifully with thee. Now 
it was that he allowed his Pen to write 
theſe , among other Expreſſions of his 
Trouble about his Eſtate. 
Feb. 19. 1682. 5 

« What ſhall I do? What ſhall 1 do to 
« be ſav'd? Without a Chriſt ] am undoze, 

© undone, undone for Evermore! O Lord; 
© Jet me have Chriſt, tho?I lye in the Mire 


< forever! O for a Chriſt! O for a Chriſt ! 


&« a Chriſt ! Lord, Gve zne a Chriſt or 1 dye! 

It was now another of his Regiſtred 
Meditations. 

<< I have been in a Great Helitancy , 
<«« whether I ſhould chooſe Feſus Chriſt, for 
<« my Propher, Prieſt and King, with all 
& his Inconventencies, to take up my Croſs 
« and follow him : Wherefore I do now 
« take him as mine ; my whole Chrilt, and 
« my only Chriſt; and I am reſolved to 
<« ſeek him. All that I have ſhall be at his 
& Service, and all my Members, and all my 
« Powers, ſhall endeavour his Glory. - 

And yet again there were theſe Con- 
ſiderations in his Mind, 

<«« Had I not better ſeek the Lord 
« Chriſt, while I have a Time of Proſpe- 
© rity and Peace, while he offers himſelf 
© to me, ſaying, Come unto me, and [ 
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[* will ſave thee, and"lay all thy Burdens up - 

* os me, and. j will ſuſtain thee : ' Than in 
m Afiction to cry; and -not be heard? 

© when he ſtretcheth forth his Hand and 
<« ſays, Believe 0n-mt-and thou ſhalt be ſa- 

<« ved; and now tro Day he offers himſelf, 
<« ſhall 1 refuſe, and ſay, Lord, To Moor- 
© 70w'? *No ſurely. And theſe patherical 
Groans then likewiſe got a Room in' his 
Papers. 

© O that I had-a Chriſt! O that I had 
** Him who is the Dehighr of my Soul! 
<< Then, O then I ſhould be perfeCtly 
"" Bleſſed, and want no food that would 
< make me ſo! $ 

This''is a-Copy of the Paſlages then Re- 
corded in-this Young Believers Diary. 

"Fhus did he now Labour to affect his 
own Soul with his own State,and leave things 
no more at peradlvent ures between God 
and -him. : He read many ſavoury Books 
about * Faith, and''Repentance, and' Conver- 
fron, - and? he Tranſcribed many - Notes 
therefrom”, not reſting ſatisfied ' within 
himfelf,- until be had-ſome experience of 
a true Regeneration. Among other work- 
ings-of his Heart at this -Age, his: Papers 
have fach things as theſe. 

<< Reaſons for my peedy cloſing with Je- 
<« ſus Chriſt. | 

& Firſt, 


EE: 
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« Firſt, It's the Command of Jeſus Chriſt, 
<« that I ſhould come unto him. 

& Secondly, Jeſus Chriſt Invites me alſo 
«in Matt.11., 28. Come unto me. | 

{© Thirdly, He hath laid me under ma. 
«ny Obligations, to turn unto him, in 
« that he hath recovered me from Sick- 
<< ze/s ſo often, and now given me a cu- 
&© rious Study. 

<< Fourthly, In that I have vow'd unto 
«* thg Lord, if. he would do ſo and fo for 
«« my, I would make a ſolemn Covenant 
* with him, and endeavour to ſerve him. 

And again elſewhere. 
* © that God would help me to ſeek 


«< Him while I am Young! O that he 


* would give unto me His Grace ! How- 
«ever, I will lay my ſelf down at his 
& Feet. If he Save me; | ſhall be happy 
<« for ever; if he Damn me, I mult Juſti- 
&« fie him. O thou Son of God, have mercy 
<< 0x me! I know not. what to ſay, burl 
&« will take thee at thy Word: Thou 
« ſayſt, Come unto me ; my Soul anſwers, 
&« Lord, at thy Command I will come. 

He thus continued following hard after 


God, enjoying and anſwering many ſtrive- 


7ngs of his Holy Spirit until he was about 
Fourteen Years Old. . 40. 

In this time he did not a little acquaint 
B 3 himſelf 
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himſelf with profirable Godlineſs, being fre- 
quent and fervent in his Prayers tro God 
upon all occaſions, and careful not only 
to hear Sermons, but alſo to conſider af- 
ter them what Improvement he ſhould make of 
what he heard. Not only his Prayers, but his 
Praiſes too now took notice of even the 
ſmalleſt Aﬀairs before him. I know not 
whether you can ſee any thing Chilasfh, I 
am ſure I ſee ſomething ſerious, in ) es 


ſage. or two that I ſhall fetch out << his 


Diary, written when he was about *bir- 
teen years old: On March 13. he wrote, 
Thes day I recetved of my Father, that fa- 
-ous Work, The Biblia Polyglotta, for which 
I deſire to praife the Name of God: Again 
on June 29 he wrote, Thi day my Brother 


gave me Schindlers Lexicon, a Book for which 


[ bad not only longed much, but alſo prayed 
unto God: Bleſſed be the Lords Name for it. 
The Thoughts of Death alſo now found 
a Lodging in his Heart, and he Rebuked 
himſelf : becauſe he had been ſo much 
without them. Tho? at this Age for the 
moſt part, Perſons think of ary thing, ewe- 


ry thing more than of rhcir dying day. And 


his writings diſcovered him tobe peculiarly 
affected with that Ancient Hiſtory (or Apo- 


logue)- of him who after a difſolute and 


ungodly. Toxth, going to repent in Age, 
Ig TI - | hears 


| 
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heard that Voice from Heaven to him, 
Des ills Furfurem cut dediſts Farinam: The 
Devil had thy Flower, and thou ſhalt not 
bring thy Bran to me. 

Self-Examination was alſo become one of 
his Employments ; and. once particularly 
in one of his Diaries, he does thus ex- 


preſs himſelf. 


April 8. 1683. 

« This Moraing I was much caſt down 
© with the ſenſe of my Vileneſs. I Ex- 
© amin'd, : 5: es 

&« 1. What Sis I had that were not 
« Mortified : 1. My fin of Pride. 2. My 


< fin of Untbankfulneſs, 3. My not im- 
< proving the means of Grace, as I ought 


© to do. | | 
&« 1, What Graces I find need of. 1.Cor- 


<< verting and Regenerating Grace: 2. Hu- 


<« miliation for my many Sins againſt ſuch 


<©* a good God as the Lord is. 


« [|]. What Mercies I had received, 
« for which I deſire to bleſs the Lords 
** Name. 1. He hath given me to. be 
<* born of Godly Parents. 2. I have al- 
« ways had the means of Grace lengthen'd 


< out unto me. 3. The Lord hath gra- 
- © ciouſly pleaſed to give me ſome anſwers 


** of Praycr. 1. As to the lengthning out 
« of my Health. 2; As tothe Increaſe 
| DB 4 © of 
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« of my Library, What ſhall I render to. 


& the Lord for all his loving kindneſs 


<« towards me ? I reſolved to Dedicare my | 


&« ſelf wholly to God and his Service. 
And he did accordingly. 


This Year did not roll about, before he 
had. in a manner very ſblemn entred in- 
to Covenant with Gad. This welghty 
ard awful thing was 1.at raſhly done by 
him, or in a ſudden Flaſh and Pang of 
Devotion : He Thouoht, he Reed, he Wrote, 
and he Prayed not a little before this Glo- 
rious Tranſzftion betvieen God and him, 
and upon Mature Deliberation, he judged 
1t moſt adviſeable for bim to make his 
Covenant with God as Explicit as Writing 
and S1gning could render it; that ſo it 
might leaye the more Impreſſion npon his 
Heart and Life, and be an Eviderce like- 
wiſe, which. in Temptation or Deſertion 
he might have recourſe unto : 'Wherefore 
he ſet apart a Time for (1 think) ſecret 
Faſting and Prayer beſore the Lord,. ard 
then Fees) how this Young Man. count- 
ing it high.time for him to be bond out 
unto ſome Service, took a courſe for it: 


He ſubſcribed an holy Covenant, of which 


this was the Matrer, this the I, 
# The Cavenrut between God and my 
« Soul 
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<« Soul, renewed; confirmed, and ſigned, 
65 Nv. 22: 654. | 

« [Whereas not only the Commands of 
* God, [who hath often called upon me, 
«© by his Word Treached , to give up my 
< ſelf, both Body and Soul, to be at his 
« Diſpoſal, which calls by the pablick 
* Miniſtry, were cnough to engage me 
« unto this] bur alſo the Chriſtian Reli- 
< 910x which I profeſs, and my Baptiſm in 
© which I took the Lord to be my God, 
* and -promiſed to Rerounce the World, 
« the Fleſh, and the Dewi, and to dedi- 
*© cate my ſelf unto the Service, Work, ard 
* ill of God, do bind me hereunto; [7 
« that God is ſuch a God as deſerves this, 
© yea infinitely more than this, 2t my 
© hands; my Crearor, the Fountain of my 
*c Being; my Preſerver, my BenefaCtor, 
©* my Lord, my Soveraign, my Judge ; 
«© He in whoſe Hands my Life, my Breath, 
* and all my concerns are; He that doth 
*< protefÞ me from all Dangers, and ſupply 
** me 1n all wants, ſupport me under al] 
*© Burdens, and airef# me in all ſtreights ; 
** He alone that can make me happy or 
** miſerable; He alone that can ſave me 
* or damn me; He alone that can give 


© inward Peace and Joy, that is my 


** Friend, my God; Inthar, Self-Dedica- 
| © tion 
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<© tion is the Creatures. Advancement ; 
& theſe Firſt-frutts, if In Sincerity, put- 


< ting upon me a Glorionſneſs and Excel- 


&< lency. 


&« 74 that Felicity hereafter depends up- | 


* on my dedicating of my ſelf unto God 
*© Now. 


« ,, that this is the higheſt piece | 


'<< of Gratitude | am capable of expreſling 
<© unto God, and I know no better way 
©. to Obey the W/i/ of God, than firſt to 
<« give up iny ſelf unto him. : 

« And whereas the Meraes which the 
© Lord hath been pleaſed graciouſly to 
<< beſtow upon me, are ſo many, that 


< even bare Morality, doth ſhew .me that | 


<< I can never enough requite one that 


© hath done ſo much for me, except by | 


« giving up my ſelf wholly to him. 
1669] 
©© Whereas God hath given mea Godly 
© Father and Mother. 
[1674] | 
&« In that when I was like to dye, being 
© twice ſick of a Feaver, God was plea- 
<< ſed to bleſs means for my Recovery, 
< and }=ngthen our the Thread of my Life. 


| [1675] = 
« Whereas, when I by an. Accident fel] 


* down, and had like to have been depri- | 


oo ved 
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« yed of the uſe of my Tongue, God was 
< in his good Providence graciouſly plea- 
<« ſed to give me the. uſe of it. 
| [1678] 
 CE]Phereas, whenl was ſick of the Small- 
| © Pox, God was pleaſed to bleſs means 
| « for my Recovery. 
| CO JPhereas, then I made Promiſes unto 
| «God, that if he would give me my 
| © Health, I would endeavour to become 
« 2 New Creature, and he hath done ſo 
' © for theſe five Years: And whereas God 
| © hath of late been beſtowing many and 
| © wonderful mercies upon me, What can , 
| & T do leſs*than give up my ſelf wholly to 
| © him? | | 
| «© Which now I do. 
| © And, O Lord God, I beſeech thee 
*© to accept of thy Poor Proazgal, now 
« proſtrating of himſelf before thee. 1 
y | © confeſs, O Lord, 1 have fallen from 
** thee by my Iniquity, and am by nature 
« a Son of Hell; but of thy Infinite Grace 
g | © thon haſt promiſed Mercy to me .in 
3- | © Chriſt, if I will but turn unto thee with 
(y <« all my Heart: Therefore upon the Call 
e. | of thy Goſpel, 7 come in, and from 
** the bottom of my. Heart I renounce all 
ll | thy Enemies; with whom I confels I 
1- |** have wickedly ſided againſt thee, firm- 
2d | | hs ly 
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«< ly Covenanting with thee, not to allow 
© my felt in any knowh Sin, but con- 
& ſcientiouſly to uſe all means which [ 
© know thou haſt preſcribed, for the ut- 
<< ter deſtruction of all my Corruptions. 

« And whereas 1 have inordinately let 
<< out my Afﬀedctions upon the World, | 
© here reugn my Heart unto thee that 
« made it; humbly Proteſting before thy 
« Glorious Majzſty , that 1t 1s the firm 
<© Reſolution of my Heart (and that I do 
< unieignedly delire Grace from thee, that 
* when thou ſhair call me thereunto, [ 
& may Pur in prattice my Reſolution) 
© throngh thine Aſliſtance, to dorſake all 
©<thart is dear unto me in the World, ra- 
© ther than to turn from thee to the 
* raysof fea; and that I will watch againtt 
< all it's Temptations, whether of. Proſperi- 
*© ty or Aaverſity, leſt they ſhould with- 
& draw my Heart from thee, beſeeching 
© Thee to help me. 

<« ] renounce all my own Righteouſneſs, 
< and acknowledge that of my ſelf | am 
<< helpleſs and undone, and without Righ- 
©© teonineſs. | Fr 

<< And whereas, of thy bottomleſs Mer- 


& cy, thou haſt offer'd to accept of me, | 


© and to be reconciled to me , and ro 
« be my God, through Chriſt, if I would 
| . .** accept 


———_—_—— —— - 
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& accept of thee, I do this day avouch 
&« thee to be the Lord my God. 1 do here 


<« take the Lord Fehovab, Father, Son, and 
« Holy Ghoſt, for my portion and chief 


\ © Good, and do give up my ſelf Body 


© and Soul for thy Servant, promiling to 
© endeavour to ſerve thee in Righteonſneſs 
* :nd Holineſs. I do here alſo on the 
« bended knees of my Soul, accept of 
& the Lord Jeſus Chriſt as the only and 
<« living Way, by which linners may have 
« acceſs to thee, and do: here joyn my 
« ſelf in a /Yarriage-Coverant with him. 
*« © Lord Jeſus, I come to thee, hun- 
« pry, poor, miſerabie, biind, and na- 
*©ked, and a moit loathiome Creature, 
« a condemned Malefadtor : Who am T, 
* that I ſhould ve Married unto the King of 


De Glory ! 


«© I do accept of thee for my Headand 
& Hnsband , and embrace thee 1n all thy 
© Offices.  l renounce my own Iorthineſs, 


© and do chooſe thee the Zord my Rizhre- 


* ouſneſs. 1 do renonnce my own H1/- 
© dom, and do take thine for my Guide. I 
*take thy Will for my Will, and thy 


 *© Word for my Law. 1 co here willing- 


«ly put -my-Neck under thy Yoke; 1'do 
** ſybſcribe-to all thy Laws as Holy, 7uſt, 
** #04 God, and do promile to take them 


cc as 
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& 2s the Rule of my Thoughts, Words, and |: 


«< Aftions; but becauſe I am ſubje&t to 
« many failings, through frailty ; Ido here 
©<'proteſt, here before thee, that wnallow- 
<< ed miſcarriages, contrary to the conſtant 
< bent of my Heart, ſhall not diſanull 
<« this everlaſting Covenant. 


Nathanaecl Mather. 


It may juſtly be taken for granted, that 


ſuch a work as this, would have an influ- 


ence into his Converſation afterwards ; 
and /o it had, producing in him, a Conver- 
ſation which became the Goſpel of Chriſt. He 
kept walting upon God, not only it: the 
Family, but alſo under the A7Gmftry of two 
that were near a-Kinn unto him; namely, 
his Father and his Brother , whereby the 
Grace thus begun in him was not a lit- 


tle cheriſhed and promoted : And unto | 


all kzown ſims he now kept ſaying, as [ 
find once in Short-hand written by him. 
| To my Luſts. | 
T1 have had Communion” with you all this 
while, but I dare not have ſo any longer : 
Wherefore I renounce all Communion with you 
any more; I will cleave tothe God that made me. 
' Buta Year or two after 'this, it was with 
him, as I have obſeryed it is too com- 
monly 
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' monly with ſnch as ave Converted betimes 


unto God. An unhappy gradual Apoſta- 
cy carried him aſide from thoſe degrees 
of ſeriouſneſs and intenſeneſs in divine 
things, which he had been uſed unto: 
'Tis poſlible an entanglement in a Fami- 
liarity with ſome that were no better 
than they ſhould be, did abate of the 
ood ſavonr which had been upon him, and 
decoy him by inſenſible ſteps to ſome vanities 
(tho' not to any ſcandalous immoralities) 
that were diſadvantageous to him. For 
divers Months he ſeemed ſomewhat, yer 
not zorally, much leſs fizally, forſaken of 
that Wi/dom and Yertue which he had be- 
fore been ay example of; but the good 


Spirit of God will not let go his Iztereſt 


in a Soul of which he hath taken a 


 faving hold. This Young Man ſoon en- 


tertained juſt reſentments of his own 


| declenfions, and it was impoſlible for 


the moſt Badger-tooth'd malice in the 
World. to aggravate any of his Errors 


half ſo much as he did himſelf in his own 
| Repentance for them. In the Year 1685. 


God viſited him with ſore Terrors and 
Horrors in his wounded Soul, the anguiſh 


. whereof he thought intolerable ; yet he 


made not his condition known to any 
Body all the while. He could fay , 24y 


complaint 


m— 
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complaint is not to man, but he made it 
unto the Lord; Thrs poor man cryed and 
the Lord heard ,, and dilivercd him out of 
bis diſtreſſes. He arrived in. time unto 
ſome ſettlement and renewal of his Peace 


with God : He confeſſed and bewailed his | 
own fins before the Lord, and declared ' 


his | deteſtation of them, and applyed 


himſelf unto the Lord Jeſus Chriſt for |. 


Salvation from them all. Good terms be- 
ing thus eſtabliſh't between the Almigh- 
ty Lord and this Immortal Soul, he 
maintained, I think, a conſtant and an 
even Walk, with God , until he dyed. | 
find now that Language in his MSS: Let 
me_be as aftive a Servant of Chrit, 'as I 
was of Satan heretofore. For more than the 
three laſt years of his Life, he lived at a 
itrange rate for Holineſs ard Gravity , 
and retired Devotions. He read Mr. 


Scudders Chriſtians daily walg, and Dr. 


Owen of Spiritual Mindedneſs, and had a 
reſtleſs raging Agony in his Mind. until 


the Methods of Religion adviſed by thoſe. 


worthy Men, were Exemplified in his 
own Behaviour. 'Tis a note in one bf 
his Diaries, | 


*©O my great unprofircableneſs under the ' 


©© meansof Grace ! [ have cauſe to bleſs God 


** for ever for the Writings of that never | 


© enough 
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«< enough to be admired and loved by ze, 
« Dr, Reynolds, and for the Light I have 


& received thereby, concerning the /ifl- 
<« neſs of Sin ;, as allo that excellent Book 


 &< of him whom 1 ſhall always honour, Dr. 


\.- © Owen of Spiritual-mindedneſs, and Mr. 


| - © .Scudders Chriſtians daily Walk, by which 
| © three Books I have profited more than 
«by any other ( S. Scripturts exceptis ) in 
 b*the World. | 

He was at firſt furprized, at the mea- 
ſure of Spiritual-mindeaneſs, without which 
that great Saint, Dr. Owen  apprehends 
the Zife and Peace of Souls to labour un- 
der prejudice; and he' thought a Mind 
ſwallowed up in ſuch Heavenly Frames 
and Works as were needful thereunto, 
almoſt wholly to be deſpair*d of ; nntil 
( as himſelf a few hours betore he dyed 
ſaid unto me ) he deeim'd he ſaw an In- 
ſtance. of ſuch a_ Walk mwirh God, not ve- 
ry far. from the place of his abede : To 
which purpoſe his referv'd Papers have 
a large Diſcourſe, of which this: is:in the 
Concluſion : There might be a greater Pro= 
oreſs 'in Religion, than is commonly thought 
. for. What have 1 Examples for, but to imi- 
| tate them? Abraham z fam'd for believing 

fo ſtrongly, when he bad no Example before 


htm : 
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him : Let me try and ſee, whether 1 having 


ſuch opportunities may not arrive t0 as high 
a pitch in Chriſtiamty, as any that 1 have 
known. He'then in the ſtrength and thro 
the Love. of God ſet himſelf into a vvay 
of ſtrict, ſecret, laborious Devotion ; 
vyhereby tho none but God and He filld 
the Theatre, vvhich he ated -upon, he 
yvould be in the Fear of the Lord all the 
day long. He withdrew from the delights 
of this World, and gave himſelf up to 
an aſfſiduous Contemplation of God and 
Chriſt, and a ſedulous endeavour after 
utmoſt conforlnity unto him : Thus he 


kept abounding in the Work, of the Lord, | 
until three Years of wonderful Holineſs | 


| had ripened him for eternal Happineſs. 


My Account of him will be an «nfinſh- | 


ed Piece, unleſs all the enſuing ſtrokes 


20 to make it up. Theſe things he was | 


Exemplary tor. | 

Firſt, He was one that walked by RULE. 
He was very Studious to learn the: way 
of -converſing with God in every Duty, 


and there vvas a Rule which he attend- | 


ed fill unto. Kc ORs 
In his 'private Papers, .I find: a | wiſe 
Collection of Rules, by which the govern- 


ed himſelf in the ſeveral Duties of Chri- | 
ſtianity, |} 
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ſtianity, and in all the 'Seaſors and Sra- 
t570us of his Life. - He conſulted the beſt 
Authors for Inſtruftion in the Aﬀairs of 
prattical Religion, and hot into Paper on- 
ly, but into Ation-to be tranſcribed 
what he moſt approved ; in- all which 
The Will of God was the bright Pole-Star 
by which he ſteer'd his Courſe. . 

The Reader ſhall exjoy (and O that 
he would folow ) two-ot this Young Man's 
Direftories : One of them was this. 

«I, O that I might lead a ſpirirual Life ! 
** Wherefore let me regulate my Life by 
** the Word of God and by ſuch INC | 
” as Do 

. For regulating my Thoughes, Jer. 4. 
©< x4 Ia 55- 7- dal. 3. 17. Pſal. 104. 34- 
ts « Phil 4.8. Prov. 23. 26. Deut.15.9.Eccle/. 

* 10.20. Prov. 24.9. Mat. 9.4. Zech.8.17. 

«2. For regulating my AﬀeGiions, Col. 
** 3-2,5. Gal. 5. 24- 

<« For my Delight, Pal, 1. 2. Pſal, 37.5 
** For my Joy, Phil. 4. 4. Pſal. 43:4, | My 


= : Deſire, Iſa. 26. 8; 9. Exch, 7: 4 My 


* Love, Mat. 22. 37. Pſal. 119. 97. My Ha- 
© tred, "Pfal. 97.10. My Fear, Luk\12., 25. 
* My Hope, Pfal. 39. 7. My T, rage 
Ks 62. 8. Iſa. 26: 4. 
we For regohting my Speech, Eph. 4 4+ 
maT & 2 2 
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&« 29. Col. 4.6. Dent. 6:6,7. Pſal. 119. 46. 
” Pſal. 71. 8, 24. Prov. 31.26. 

© 4. For regulating my Work, Tit. 3.8, 
&« 2 Tim. 2.12. 1 Im. 5.10. Titns 2. 14. 
« Mat. F. 47. 1 Tim. 6. 8. Rev. 3. 2, 
& Rom. 13. 12. AF. 26.20. 

Another of them was form'd into an 
Hymn, the ſinging of which might pro- 
duce freſher and ſtronger Eforrs of Soul 
towards the thing that 1s good. 


Ir ſhall be here inſerted. 


© Lord, vvhat ſhall I return unto 
y Him from vyhom all thy mercies flow ? 


I) To me to /zve, it Chriſt ſhall be 
a ty I do Ile do for Thee. 


< (11.) My Queſtion ſhall be ofc beſide, - 
© How thou may ſt moſt be Glorifid ? 


. (111, ) I will not any Creature Love, -: 
© But:## the love of Thee aboye. 


k av. ) Thy Wil will embrace for mine, B 


© And every management of thine _ 
© Shall pleaſe me. (V.) A. Conformity 
© To Thee ſhall be my Aim and” Eye. . 


(VI.) Eja-| 


[ 
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© (VI.) Ejaculations ſhall aſcend 
© Not ſeldom from me. (VII) Ple attend 


+ Occaſional Reflections, and 


* Tari all to Gold that comes to hand. 


*(VIIL.) And in particular among 
© My Cares, I'le try to make my Tongue 
© A Tree of Life, by ſpeaking all 
© As be accountable who ſhall. 


© (IX.) But /aff, nay fir# of all, I will 


 ©Thy Son my Surety make, and ſtill 


© Implore him, that he would me bleſs 


© With ſtrength as well as Righteouſnepe. 


Belides theſe Rules which concerned his 
whole Walk, he Treaſur'd up many more, 
that referr'd to this and that ſtep in it ; 
and- it was the predominant care and 
watch of his Heart, not to tread awry - 


- Thus.one might ſee a skilful Chriſtian in 


him. And as he was deſirous to live by 
Precept, ſo he was to live by Promiſe 


- Too. 


He fell into a particular conſiderati- 


. |. on, how to improve the Promiſes of God in 


all the Occaſions of life ; which is -indeed 
one of the moſt ſanifying Exerciſes in the 
World. 

C3 It 
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It was a Propoſal vvhich I find he made 
unto himſelf. 
© Let me ſalute theſe Promiſes once a 
© day. 
_ For ſupplying the wares. of the 
& day, Phil. 4. 19. | 
©, For Grovvth in Grace, Ho. 14. 5. 
© 3. For ſubduing my ſims, ic. 7. 19. 
© 4. For ſucceſs in my undertakings, 
© Pſal. 1. 3. 


© 5. For turning all the Events of the | 


© day for good, Rom. 8. 28. 


©6. For Audience of my Prayers, Joh, j | 


14. 13, 14. | 

© 7. For ſtrength to manage all the 
© yvork of the day, Zech. 10. 12. 

©8. For direction in abfficulty, Pal. 
c 

32. 8, | 

© 9. For Life Eternal, Luke 12. 31. Joh. 

3. 16. 


Iſa. 44. 3. | 


Beſides theſe tvvo, ſat. 11. 28. and | 


Certainly that Man mult quickly grow 


another Enoch, vvho does thus Walk with 
God. 

' Secondly, He vvas one that lived i 
PRAYER. He vvas oft and long in the 
Mount with God : It vvas his Cuſtom eve- 
ry day to enter into his Cloſer, and- ſhut | 
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his door, and pray to bis Father in ſecret. 
And I gueſs from ſome of his Writings, 
that he did thus no leſs than zhrice a 
day, when he met with no Obſtruction 
in it : Nor did he Slubber over his Pray- 
ers vvith haſty Amputations, but vvreſtle 
in them for a good part of an hour to- 
gether. | « 

It vvas a molt refreſhing Communion 
vvith God, vvhich his Devotions brought 
him ſometimes unto. Thus in one of his 
Diaries. : 


Dec. 10. 


© I prayed earneſtly unto God, ear- In theMar. 
© neſtly Petitioning that Jeſus Chriſt” gin he 
© might be my complear Redeemer, There || 1 a 
&« yyas immediately ſomerhing that did as ;;. - 


© it were perſwade me it ſhould be ſo. 
Again, Aug. 19. 


*« My Thoughts. vvere ſome little vvhile 

** buſted about the condeſcention of Chriſt 
* in taking of humane Nature on him ;, but 

* for the moſt part in Ejaculations, and 

«© Acts of Faith on a crucified (ah ! ſvveet 

« Word ) Jeſus. I ſaw I gained not 

G4 © much 


30 The Life and Death 
© much by. thoſe : Wherefore I addreſ- 


«icd my ſelf to folenm Prayer, and had 
© ſome Aſſurance in It, 


Once more, Aug. 20. 


 <T was much affeted in Prayer, and 
© exerciſed ( I hope ) many Acts of Farth, 
M and Love, and Delivht in God. I ſeve- 

*© ral times was breaking off, but I was as 

*1t were conſtraiz'd to go on in the Duty 

© with mach enlargement. Lord, anſwer 
& me for the ſake of Chriſt. 

Thus under the Fig-tree did our Lord 
| Jeſus often behold this ; Nathanacl ; yea un- 
ro Prayer he became fo habituared, that 
while others can S/cep in Prayer, he ſome- 
times would pray in ſicep. He records 1t 
among his Experiences, that upon aſſaults 
of imagined Temptations, when he has been 
aſleep, he has quickly becn et Prayer ; and 
{o caujed the Phantaſms to leave annoy-l 
ing of him. 

And Extraordinary prayer was alſo with 
him not #ltogeiher extraordinary. Tho]. 
he were a BHoitle that ſeemed incapable 
of holdirg ir, yet this WWize agreed with]. 
him very well. As Yor 27 as he was, hel | 
Knew the Myltery of a "Soul fatning by 


faſting, 
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faſting, and thriving by hungring and thirst- 
ing after Righteouſneſs. He was very. in- 
quiſitive after the right way to manage 
a Day of FaSting and Prayer, and he would 
ſometimes keep ſuch a day. On ſuch 
a day It was his Cyſtom to make a ve- 
ry particular and penltent Corfeſſio of 
all the Sins that he could perceive him- 
ſelf guilty of; and renew his Covenant 
with the Holy One of 1/rael; to this 
End, he had by him in writing a large 
Catalogue of things forbidden and re- 


quired in the Commandments of God, 


which was the Glaſs in which he then 
viewed his wayes ; and having found 
what Achans might procure trouble to 
him, he then fell to ſtoning of them. 
One may ſhape ſome conjecture at his 
Humiliations, by the JInatonations with 
which he ſpoke, and wrote of the YVa- 
nities which his Childhood had. © T'came 
* into the World ( f{aith he in one of the 
Papers penn'd by him on a day of ſecret 
Faſting and Prayer, Oftober the 175 1685.) 
* without the [mage of the Holy God 
* on my Soul; my Underſtanding, my 
«Will, my AﬀecCtions, and my whole Soul 
© were altogether depraved, and wound- 
* ed. When very Towns | went aſtray 
| *« from 
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* from God, and my Mind was altogether 
*© taken with vanes and follies; ſuch as 
<< the remembrance of them doth greatly 
© 5baſe my Soul within me. Of the ma- . 
_ < nifold Sins which then I was guilty of, 
<« none fo ſticks upon me, as that being 
<« very young, I was whitling on the Sabbath- 
<« day; and for fear of being ſeen, I did 
<« it behind the door. A great Reproach 
<< of God! A Specimen of that Atheiſm 
< that I brought into the World with 
«< me? 
: This was more than the more meagre 
and feeble ſort of Chriſtians, though much 
older than he, are us'd to do. But paulo 
majora ! There was a Sublimer way of 
drawing near to God, which he vvas not | 
willing to leave unattempted. He un- 
derſtood that ſecrer days of Thanksgiving 
had not been unpraftiſed by ſome vvhom 
he deſigned to imitate ; and therefore he 
vvould make ſome Eſſays for ſuch an Inti- 
mate Fruition of God, and generous Devo- 
tion to him, as vyould fill ſuch days as 
theſe. | | 
Hence this I find among the Records of 
his Soul : — | 
&« Reſolved, To {ſet apart every two 
** Months, a Day for ſolemn Examination 
| cc 2nd 
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« 2nd Meditation, to hunble my ſelf; and 
” * cvery tvvo Months to keep a Day of 

&< private Thankggtving. 

But though his Prayers were chiefly j in, 

yet they were not confined ro his Cloſet. 
There vvere divers Private Praying Meer- 
ings of younger People in Morth-Boſton, 
vvhich he viſited as often as he could ; 
_ and one of thoſe might peculiarly be cal- 
led His. Yea, it vvas his deſire,. though 
vvith as little aim zo be ſeen of men as 
could be, to ſupport all ſuch opportuni- 
ties of Good among them, that vvere of 
the ſame age with him. 

Wherefore I find this among the Notes 
in his Dtary-: 

« Queſt. What ſhall I do for God ? 

&« Anſ. It vvas ſuggeſted to me, to get 
"<< ſome of my Acquaintance to ſpend ſome 
< yyhile every Friday night in Prayer, for 
© the Succeſs of the Work of Grace in 
© New-England, eſpecially in Boſton, on 
&« the Souls of the Riſing Generation. 

© Let me propound this to ſome ſerious 
** devout young Perſons. 

Thus vvas his Prayer as it vvere his 
Breath, and thus he vvas always fetching 
of it, untll at laſt it expir'd in Praiſe, 
Praiſe for evermore. 

Thirdly, 
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Thirdly, He was one that T hought much 
of his GOD, and his END. There was 
a ſort of Heaven formed in the juſt Soul of 

this Young-man, by the Thoughts that were 
continually ſparkling there. He had an 
unpacifiable Diſlatisfaftion at himſelf un- 
til good Thoughts were lodg'd in him, and 
vain ones were forced to gnaſh their teeth, 
and melt away : Nothing would content 
him, but the bringing of his Thoughts into 
a Subjeftion to the Lord Feſus Chriſt. Where- 
fore he chew'd much on the excellent Ser- 
mon of Mr. Charnock, about Thoughts -; 
which he wrote out not only with his bazd, 
but in his heart, and made it the very 
Mould of his gracious Mind. There are 
none, but very Renew'd Souls, that are at 
great Pains In a courſe of Meatration on 
the things of God. Yet this Young-man, 
like another /aac, vvas grovvn very ex- 
pert at it, and frequent in it. It was his 
manner in the Morning to meattate very 
ſcriouſly and fixedly upon ſome T7uth, or 
ſome Text, for a good part of an hour 
together. He had colleted a good va- 
riety of Subjeits and Scriptures to handle in 
thus communins with himſclf, and went 
over more than a little Divimty in this 
tranſcendent Exerciſe. Sometimes, when 
thus 
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thus he ſeparated himſelf to intermedale with 
all wiſdom, 1 find him committing his 
Thoughts, or ſome breviate of them, unto 
the durable cuſtody of his Papers; from 
vvhich 2/emoirs I vvill produce but an In- 
ſtance or tvvo of many. 


Auguſt 16. 1685, 


« Med. about, The reaſon 1 have to love 
© God; becauſe of what he has been to 
© me, and what he is in himſelf. And I 
« thought, Is not God the Beſt Good? - 
«Surely then he is worthy to be my 
 & Laſt End. Has he not been ſhewing 
"| E many ercies ro me ? and what ! ſhall 
« | not relign up my ſelf to Live unto 
© God, becanſe of his goodneſs to me? 
« Much affected with the thoughts of theſe 
&« things : And, I hope, I cloled with the 
« Motion. 


Again, Odfober T. 


&« Meditated on that; If a 27m does 1- 
&« end to be truly Religious, he muſt expect no- 
&« thing but to ſave his Soul ? : 

<« But how can this be true ? 

* Malt I loſe my Body altogether ? 
'F «© Muſt 
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« Muſt I be vvilling that the Uo be. 
« tween my Body and Soxl ſhould for ever. 
* more be looſed ? | 

©© Muſt I be willing to be for ever with- 
< ont a Body ? No, no. | 

*© All that the Lord requires of me, is, 
© to have my Body for a few days or years 
*(a fewl ſay, for 'they cannot be mary, ) 


to be wholly at the ſervice of my Soul, | 


© and to be willing that the'Vi#oz between 
© thoſe. two ates, then ſhould be diſlol- 
«ved ; the Soul firlt taking .its progreſs 
*< into everlaſting Bliſs ; the Body being 
© laid in the Duſt, to riſe at the Reſur- 
© rection, accompanying the Sod into its 
* eternal Felicity. | 
«© My preſent Notion of this thing is 
© this : es 
< This D:ſolation of the Union between 
© the Soul and Body, is but a Dz/mſſion of 
* the Spirit into its happineſs, "after a 
*© wearl{om conflict here. And as long as 
<< it ſhall be beſt for me to be here, here 


&« I ſhall continue. Infinite Wi/dom is to 


© be the Orderer of this; and it will be 
*© a grievous and ſhameful reflection there- 
<« upon, for me to ſay, 1t will be better for 
© me to live, than to dye, at ſuch a time 
* when I am called thereunto. 
© With 


| 
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« With my Body I muſt -expe&t to loſe 
<«< all the pleaſant Enjoyments of this 
« World, Liberty, Library, Study, and Re- 


© [arions. But yet neither ſhall I loſe theſe. 


« As for my Liberty, by True Religion, 
*and by Dying for it too, when need 
& requires, I ſhall gain the only Liberry, 
« even from the body of ſm. 

<« As for my Library, if I die for Chriſt, 
«or in the Lord, I ſhall have no need of 
* it. My Underſtanding ſhall be enough 

& enlarged, and I ſhall not need to turn 
« over Books for Learning. As for my. 
« Seudy ( my Paradice ) I ſhall have a bet- 
«ter, a larger, and a more compleat than 
« this. 

& As for my Relations, thoſe of them 
«that are !ruly pions, I ſhall only go before 
« them; and if there ſhould be any of 
«< them not pious, the longer I ſhould ſtay 

«with them here ( if they continue im- 

<« penitent.) it would bat make my Grief 
< more intolerable, to think vvhen I leave 
* therp, that 7 ſhall have no hopes to ob 
&« them again for ever. : 

<« But this 1s not all neither. — 

« My Body muſt be uſed as the Souls 1y- 

&« Frament ; and here all that ffrength and 
« ezſe vyhich I have, muſt be uſed = the 

Soul : 
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*© Soul : And truly there is reaſon enough 


« for it, that ſo there may be eternal hap. - 


< pineſs for both together. 

<« In 24zrriape, the Husband and Wife 
< ſhould have the ſame deſeon., Would it 
« not be inhumane, for the one to have 
< a deſign which tends to the ruine of the 
© other ? Juſt ſo my Sol and Body ſhould 
<< have the ſame deſrgn ;, and the Body being 
© the more vile of the cwo, ſhould be ſah- 
< ordinate to the Soul. And it is a necel- 
* fary disjunction, either the Body, the 
& ſtrength, and eaſe, and members of it, 
<© muſt be uſed for the good, or for the 
* hurt of the Soul ; there is no medium 
<« here. 

<© Let me. then herein make my Body 
<«< uſeful to my Soul, in accompliſhing all 
<< the good-deſigns of it, which It 1s capable 
< of being intereſted in. | 

«Nor is there, any _ elſe worth 


<« ſpeaking of that mult be foregone, ex- | 


<< cept health, and the momentaneonſneſs of 
<< all bodily Torments, will -make them 
* very tolerable. | e 


| x My Reſolutions be. 
«© That I will not expe&t, by devo- 


© ting my ſelf unto the Fear of God, to 
Ra | & T- 
« ain 


of Mr. Nathanael Mather. 39 


£& gain any thing as to my Body in this 
&«& World. 
« That through the Grace of Chriſt, I 
« will uſe the ſtrength, eaſe, health of my 
 & Body, yea my whole Body, | in Subordination 
« to my Soul, 1n the Service of the Lord 


y Jeſus. 


_ With ſach Medirarions as theſe, he kept 
mellowing of his own Soul, and preparing 
It for The ſtate wherein Faith is turned 1nto 
Sight, 

"But there was yet a more delightful and 
ſurprizing way of Thinkme, after which 
he did aſpire. He conſidered, that the 
whole Creation was fall of God ; and 
that there was nota Leaf of Graſs in the 
Field, which might not make an Obtcrver 
to be ſenſible of the Lord. He apprehend- 
ed that the 7dle Minztes of our Lives were 
many more than a ſhort liver ſhonld allow: 
Thar the very Filings of Gold, and of Time, 
were exceeding precious ; and, that there 
were little fragments of hours inter vening be - 
tween our more ſtated bulineſſes, wherein 
Thourhts of God might be no leſs plea- 
fant. than frequent with us. 
| The Elegant and Excellent Meditations 

of Sir Witkam Walter, had particulatiy 

| | attected 
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affected him unto a commendable Emula- 
tion of them; and hence he did attempt 
to make even the more c9-:7707 and more 
trivial occurrents of humane Life, the oc- 
caſions of Great Thoughts within him. He 
would with the Chyniſtry of Cccaſional Re- 
fleEtions, Dilſtill ſublime Spirits from earthly 
Boates ;, and from the view of mean tnings, 
fill his nobly imployed Mind with Leſors 
and Prayers, which only the Father of Sperits 
was a Witneſs to. 

Some of theſe his Occaſional Reflections 
I find in his private Papers; and one or 
two, {or a rafte, I will beſpeak the Reader's 
acceptance of. 


: Jan. 8, A. M. 


© Being about to riſe, I felt the cold in 
* a manner extraordinary ; which inclin'd 
<< me to ſeek more warmth in my Bed be- 
<« fore I roſe; but ſo extream was the 
© cod, that this was not feaſible : W here- 
<« fore I reſolved to dreſs my ſelf without 
© any more ado; and ſo going to the 
« Firein my Cloaths, 1 ſoon became warm 
© enough. 

« Turn this, O my Soul, into an uſeful 
© Meditation. There is a neceſlity of my 


CC riſing 
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<* r;/ing out of my Bed, the Bed of Security. 
© which I am' under the power of, and - 
* to zve unto Chriſt, and to walk in the 
© Light. | | | 
* In order hereunto, I muſt pnt on my 
« poor Soul the Garments which are to be 
& had from the Lord Jeſus. To awaken 
* me out of my ſl:ep, and my ſecuricy, I 
© 2m to ſet before me the S7, the Go- 
« ſpel of the Sun of righteouſneſs doth in- 
« lighten my Mind, and tell me, that I 
© was before muffled up in darkzeſs ; and 
« that if I continued. therein, I thould 
<« ſtarve and periſh. [| am alſo taught, That 


\ &* when Men are coxvinced of their milerable 


* condition, they will rather endeavour 
*to Eaſe, and comfort and cheriſh them- 


« ſelves by ſomething i themſelves, than 
<« put on the /pirirual Garments which 


* the Lord Jeſns Chriſt has provided for 
*© them. An Evil to be by me avoided. 


Azain, another time. 


* Upon Waiter taken from the Fire, I 
* ſaw a lukewarmneſs quickly ſeize ; like 


'©<the frame of Spirit, which many Pre- 


* tenders to Religion have afrer a glorious 


*and affeftionate Profeſſion of it. Of this 
D 2 « fort 
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& fort were ſome among the Laodiceans of 
<« old; which is exceedingly diſpleaſing 
«< to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt : Whence it 1s 
<« that he ſaith, 7 will ſpew thee out of my 
« ,wouth. Let me endeavour to beware 
« of this hateful and odious frame of Spi- 
& rit; and let the contrary thereto be 
© my deſire, my endeavour. | 


Ozxce m07es 


© Among ſome Gentlemen that were 


&« ſitting in a Room 1luminated with: a 
« Candle, one beginning to read unto us, 
<« there was another Candle brought unto 
<< him, for his aſſiſtance in it. Which af- 
« forded me ſuch a Meditation as this : 

<< That thoſe who are to be Teacher- of 
« others, have need of as much light again 
« as ordinary Chriſtians have. They, if 
« any, nced a double Portion of the Gifts 


*© that are in other Men; and the helps 
© of Knowledge that other Perſons have, | 
© they much more ſhould be AS) 


« withal. 


* It was not becauſe they had better Eyes 


**© than him whoſe Office it was to Read, 
<< that they needed but one Candle, when 


© he had ewo provided for him ; but the} 


«& Work 


—_—_ 
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_& Work incumbent on him, and expected 


&« from him was the. occaſion of it. 

But I deſign little more than a Confir- 
mation with an Illuſtration of my Hiſtory, 
for which, a touch or two upon ever 
Article will ſerve. I am now to add, 
Fhat this Young Man had a Principal 
regard unto the Scriptures for the Sub- 
jets of his edirations, and he was ve- 
ry expenſive of his Thoughts on the Book. 
of God, He was daily digging in the /a- 
cred Mines, and with delight he fetched 
thence Riches better than thoſe of both the 
Inala's ; and he could ſay, O how I love thy 
Law ! it i my Meattation every day ! 

Even in the time of his mortal Sick- 
neſs, he was very angry at himſelf if 
he had not heard a Portion of the Buble 
read unto him from day to day. 

Once when he was near his End, a 
good part of a day having paſs'd before 
he had enjoyed his Meal! of Scripture ; 
he ſ3id unto his Siſter with ſome 1mpatt- 
ence, Alas! what an ungodly life do I lead! 
pray come and read my Bible to me ; and: 
read me the forty ninth Pſalm, Indeed he 
read the Scripture not curſority, but ve- 
ry dejiberately, and conſiderately ; and 
as an effeft of his doing ſo, he could 
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give {ſuch an account of the Difficalries in it, 
as the niolt not only of Chriſt:ans, but of 
Divines too, would jadge an Attainment ex- 
traordinary. Not long before he dyed, 


he had read over all the large and great | 


Annotations 9n the Bible, lately publiſh- 
ed by Mr. Fool, and ſome other Non-con- 
formiſt Miniſters ; but having diſpatched 
thoile two noble Folios, he ſaid unto one 
that was iniimate with him, Thus have 
T read the Bible, but I have now learnt a 
better way Aud that way was this. He 
would oblige himſelf in reading to fetch 
a Note and a Prayer out of every Verſe 
In all the Bible ; to dwell upon every verſe 
until it had afforded art leaſt one Ob/er- 
vation, and one Ejaculatio to him. 

He imagined that an incredible deal 
. both of Truth and Grace, would in this 


way - make its impicfſion upon his | 


Mind, (beſides what Exerciſe of Wir it 
mult have" call'd for ) and ſo moſt cer- 
tainly it would have: done ; but before 
He had made much Progreſs in it, the 
Chariots of God fetcht him away to that 
place in which a 7e/ſ#s is a Buble to the 

there perfect Spirits of the Righteous. 
_ Such a zthinyng Perſon was he; and yet 
after ſo many kind of Thoughts In. 5he 
ay, 


F 


of Mr. Nathanael Mather. 45 


day, he could not reſt a Night quietly, 
unleſs he compos'd himſelf for ſleeping 


| by chinking a little more. 


He knew that no better a Man than 
one of the Moral Heathens propounded a 
Nofurnal Self- Examination, as a part and 
cauſe of no little Wiſdom, and that mach 
mcre a ſober Chriſtian ſhonld endeavour | 
to maintain a good underſtanding of him- 
ſelf, by ſuch Nightly Recolleftions. W here- 
fore before the Slumbers of the Evening, 
this Young Man would put three General 
Queſtions to himſelf, with divers particu- 
[> ones that were ſubordinate erenunts, 
The Queſtions were, Z 

Queltion b; 

What has God's Merey to me "7 this 
day ? 

Here -he conſidered what favours God 


| had newly ſmil'd upon his inward, or his 


outward man withal. 
Queſtion 2. 
What has my Carriage to God veen this day ? 
Here he confidere.! what _ frames, and 
| words and works, and what ſnares and ſins 
| he had newly been concerned with. 
Queſtion 3. 
If I dye this night, Ys my Immortal Spirit 
ſafe ? 
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Of this he jadged by his Cloſure with 
God, as his beſt good, and laſt end, and with 
Chriſt as his Prophet, and his Prieſt, and 
his King, and by his Reſolution always 


to be a Witneſs for the Lord, ard an Eme-| 


my to every Sin : Tho ſometimes he would 
with a more large and long Attention 
Examine his own Hopes of Eternal Hap. 
pineſs, far which purpoſe he had in wri- 
ting by him, his Bundles of Marks and 


Szons, which teſtifie a Man to be born off 


God. When he had thought on theſe 
things, he was able to. lay himſelf down in 


peace and ſleep, but this was a way to| 


keep a. Soul Awake. 

| begin to ſufpeC that my Readers pz 
tience 1s almoſt cxpir'd ; and therefore 
I ſhall cauſe the Remainder of this Narra- 
ti7e to omit where it cannot contract, « of 


yet 15 weil worthy to be the matter off. 


It. 

Fourthly, He was one that moriificd and 
conguer'd the SINS witich were a Lexa 
tion to him. There were ſome. Sim 


btn 


which gave to this Young Mzn a mort 
violent, and outragious diiturbance thal 
he cou!d without much pefſion bear: 
Theie did he contrwe 32rd conflict muct 
- In his Oppo/7rions to, znd gave not are) 
| (1 


On 
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thi till he had a certain Proſpe&t of a Y7- 
thi @ory. 

id Of all the things which ever troubled 
ys] * him, I know not whether any were more 
e-| grievous than the Blaſphemous Tnjeftions 


Id which like fiery venemous darts inflam'd 
on] © ſometimes his very Soul within him. 

P- It may be ſome Teſtimony of Sznceri- 
1- ty, when Perſons are not a little affi- 
ndl . Gd for, as well as aſſaulted with, Blaſphe- 
of mous Imaginatioas about God ; which rife 
ſe within us in contradiction to all that Re- 
in verence of him, which we know not how 


to} to lay aſide. | | 
This Perſon on his Death-bed complain- 
Ja ed to me, that Heorrenda de Deo, Horri- 
re ble Conceptions of God, buzzing about 
4. his mind, had been one of the bittereſt 
at of all his Tryals: and I find his private 
| Papers making fad Lamentations over the 
miſeries of this annoyance. You ſhall 
nd read how he did encounter theſe Fiends, 
as one that was no Stranger to the Wars 
of the Lord. 
Once in his Diary, he ſays; 
© Tronbled exceedingly with Blaſphe- 
** ons Sugogefiions, my Soul bleeds at the 
*© thoughts of them. 
{© O that Chriſt would deliver me from 
** them ! 


# ww. & 
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« them! they make my Life unpleaſant. 1 
** do believe that S-ta» never ſtruggled ſo 
** hard to keep any one from Chriſt, as 
© he has done to keep me ! | 

«© From hence I learn, 1. My great En- 
** mity to, 2. My great need of, the 


* Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 


At another time: 


© Troubled with Blaſphemous T. honght s, 


« } learn from hence, 


<< 1. Seelng theſe would have me to en- 


<« tertain a low Eſteem of Chriſt and God, 


© I will endeavour to have a more high 


« and eminent Eſteem of God and Chriſt. 


<« 2. Seeing theſe do ſo perplex me 


<« continually, 


<« | learn, that I am unable of my ſelf 


< to raiſe good Fhoughts, much leſs to per- 
< form Good Acts of Obedience. I would 
<& he deeply h:mbled, that my Soul ſhould 
« be thus defied. | 

< Sceing, | have often ſo much Expe- 
<« rience and ſtirrings of Enmity in my 
<«Sonl to God, I would be excited 


<« thereby more heartily to cleave unto 


< him. 


. © 


Once 
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Fe Once more, 


; © [ hope I have now got ſtrength over 
'| * my Blaſphemous Thoughts, after this 
© manner. 
« 1, Humbling my ſelf under a ſeiijc of 
| E&Emy own Vileneſs and wretchedneſs. 
<« 2. Praying earneitly for the removal 
«of the Enmity that is in my Soul ro 
<« the things of God ; eſpecially as to this 
© matter. 
Thus diſcreetly did he manage the 
| Shield of Fauth againit thoſe barbed Ar- 
rows of Hell : Nor did his other Corrupti- - 
ons eſcape, the Ofcnſrve, as well as the 
| Defenſive Weapons of his Soul. 
Under the molt furions of their Aſ- 
ſaults, I find this to be one of his honoura- 
ble Retreats. + 
F © For the Relief of my Sovl under the 
© Power of Corruption, Let me by Faith 
|, © apply theſe Scriptures. 
*« Firſt, Rom. 6\, 14. 
© Secondly,, Exck., 36. 26. 
© Thirdly, Afi. 7. 19. 
| © Fourthly, Zech. 13. 1. 
" _ ©© Befides Zech. 9. 12. at. 16. 18. John 
. © 12. 31. and Ro, 16. 20, and theſe Confi- 
. «"derations : | 
| | « Firſt, 
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© Firſt, Chriſt is a compleat Redeemer, 
** Heb. 7. 25. 1 John 1.7. Heb. g. 14. 

hy: dams 


. gaged on my behalf, if I be in Cove. 
* nant with him. - 


*<Thirdly,God will perfect Holineſs where 


< he bath begun It. 


In ſuch Engagements as theſe againſt |. 


his /nviſible Adverſaries he continued, un- 
till he is now a Cornguerour, and more ' than 
a Congquerour. , 

Fifthly, He was one that wiſely prepa- 


red for the CHANGES that were before | 


him. It is a Remark in one of his Pa- 


pers: © 1 think It conventent for me to oh- | 
« (erve the Temptations, I amy 677 ſhall be }. 


© obnoxious to, and get ſuitable Remedies 

<< againſt them. * 

He ſeem'd indeed to have a i{krange 
Preſage of what he was to meet withal, 
and 5 how he laid in that he might not 
be unprovided for it ! A prudence rarely ſeen 


among the Children of Men, whoſe 24: | 
ſery 1s great upon them becauſe they kzow | 


nM their Time. 
There were eſpecially two Calamities 


which he had a fore-boding of, Diſmal } 


Pain, and Early Death. As for bis Pain, 
he was It "0000s to undergo exquilite An- 
| guiſhes 


God's Infinite Power is en- | 


"wT— 


* —_ 
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geviſhes, for many Months before his Dif- 
ſolution ; - but before ever it came upon 
him, how ſtrangely did he fortifie him- 
ſelf againſt it! He ſaid in his Diary ſome 
Years before he left the World, 


Sept. 2. 


<<] had not in the morning time enough 
© for ſolemn eaditation : Great deadnefs 

© and dulneis was in my Heart, as to 
&« Spiritual Thoughts afterwards ; the Rea- 
© {on was, becauſe 1 did not perform my ſo- 
&« lemn MMeattation as 1 ſhould. 

«TI had now apprehenſions that 1 muſt 
© undergo ſore 77yals, and Conflicts, and 
© great Aflictions. 

< Wherefore it did highly become me. 
© to get as great a mcalure of Grace, as 
* the opportunities which I enjoy may 

© afford, and therefore I purpoſe to be 

© more ſerious in my Meditations, not 
<« omitting other Duties therewithal. 

**1 fee my Reſolutions mult every day 
' be renew'd, as to great diligence in 

* my ſerving God. 

** And lince I muſt expect great Afitons, 
*©<] muſt make it my daily work by 1o- 
'* lemn Meditation to £0 over the. whole 
oy Body 
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« Body of Chriſtianity, and particularly to 
© have daily Thoughts on the Condeſcenti- 


« on of Feſus Chriſt : 1 malt alio endeavour 


© to get a large meaſure of ſanttified know- | 


& ledze ; wherefore, 


© and 

<« Secondly, Of very holy walking. 

<« Thirdly, Of entertaining the Truth 
« with greateſt Aﬀection ; and 


& Fourthly, Looking on 1t 45 it #5 tn Feſws,, 


© and | 
&« Fifthly, Solemn Meartation ; and 

<< Sixthly, Much Keading ;, and 

* Seventhly, Living upon the Truths 
& which I know, and 7hankfulneſs for the 
*« Knowledge which I have already. 


And at another time there was this 
written in his Diary. 


« This Morning I meditated about a 
<« part of Self-demal; Namely, the deny- 
<< 21 of Bodily Health, and of eaſe from 
© Torment. | 

« My Reſolution was, that it was bet- 
© ter to part herewithall, than to /#. 
<< 1 hope there 1s a thorough purpoſe in my 
*© Heart 


<« Firſt, There is need of Earneſt Prayer ; 
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« Heart to perform accordingly, when I 
« ſhall be call 'd thereunto. 

< [do feel the ſtirrings of ſelf in my ſelf 
« this day : /t would fain be in the Throne 
« of God within me; but I am reſolved 
* Chriſt ſhall be my Kg. 

And as he thus put 07 the whole Armour 
of God, that he might be able to ſtand 
when he ſhould be tryed, ſo he found the 
benefit of it when he came into the Feld. 
Few in the World ever bore ſuch Dolors 
with ſuch a ſilent and a quiet and com- 
poſed Temper as he. Some that were in- 
| timate with him, would ſay, ae was one 
of an Iron Patience, and they had rarely if 
ever ſeen ſuch a patient Patient. But his 
Death he ſeem'd all along moſt careful 
to be ready for. 


In his Papers. 


Meditations on the four laſt things, was 
a Title mentioning a Subjeft of his moſt 
ſolicitous Contemplations. Above three 
' Tears before his Tranſlation, his Diary hath 
ſuch a Note as this. | | 
« Speaking to Day ſomething concerning IntheMar- 
« my Commencement, I was ſtrangely ſur- 812 be - 
« prized, and had many Thoughts, yea T7 © 
| &« Perſwa- 
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« Perſwaſions, That I ſhould not live. He 
then —-—-: | 

< Refi, What may be the Import hereof 
© | cannot tell; yer I gather thus much : 
© That it 1s incumbent on me without fur- 
& ther delay, to mare my Callins and Elettion 
& {ure, 

He hath alſo left behind him, ſome Me- 
ditations, tending to the Exerciſe of Repen- 
tance, and Faith, and Preparation for Death, 
as he hath himſelf intituled them ; buc 
the Reader by this time will eaftly pardon 
my forb=aring the Communication of them, 

Indeed, ſeparation for Death, in one 
word, contains the ſubitance of what he 
had been doing divers years before the 
King of Terrors took his Clay Houſe away. 

And as he was delirous to prepare for 
what Paſſive Gvedience he might be put 
npon, ſo he was loath to have his Hearc 
nor well ordered or furniſhed , when 
attive Obedience might be called for at his 
hands. Tho he never liv'd to preach any 
other than ſome private Sermons, yet he 
was not unthoughttul of the Time when 
publick, ones might be expected from him. 
It may not be unuſeful for me to inſert 
one of his Meditations here; it runs in 


ſuch terms as theſe. 
— &« lVberber 
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_ ©] conſidered all Objeftions which Per- 
« ſons might make againſt it, and anſwer'd 
« them every one. But one Objection: ſtartled 
© me more than the reſt, to wit, Perſonal 
&« Unfitneſs, from my. Hebetude, or want 
«of Invention. To which I anſwer'd, 
«© with minding that Promiſe in Exod. 
<< 3. 12. Certainly 1 will bs with thee. And 
< the beginning of ver. 18. T' hey ſhall bearkes 
© zo thy voice. And where God finds work, 
* there he will give ſtrength. I likewiſe 
« conſidered 1 Chron. 28. 10, 20. and 
* Adat. 28. 19, 20. and Joſh. 1.9. and 
*© Fudg. 6. 12, 14. , 

< And then I thought with my ſelf, That 

&« as for living in a remote part of the  Conn- 
<< :rey, I ſhould be willing thereunto,, ifſo 
«I might do Service for God, and bring 
«Glory to his Name. And whilſt I was 
© mnſing on theſe things, I was melted 
<« into a frame, that I thought heretofore 
© I ſhould neyer be in, namely, . humble 
« Submiſſion to the good Pleaſure of God, 
& however he ſhould diſpoſe of me. I knew, 
<« that though I were Reproached for what 
&« meanneſs I ſhould this way be expoſed 
E * unto, 
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< unto, there is ap Anſwer in Rom. 1. 16. 
« 2nd in Mark 8.38. and in P/al.31.19. and 
<« in Prov. 16.7. and in Pfal. ;7. 5,6. So 
< were the Apoſtles, 1 Cor.4.3,9. If I ſerve 
<« Chriſt, God will howour me, Foh. 12.26. 


Every one muſt own, that however ſuch 
things as theſe, in an old Man, may be be- 
. low our Admiration ; yet in a yourg Man, 
that out-lived not the Years which the 
Nodes of the Moon take to diſpatch a Revo- 
lution, they deſerve a Memory among them 
that may be Edified by ſuch Exemplary 
Pr. &ices. Indeed, he was himſelf Ex- 
treamly unſenſible of the leaſt worth or 
ſhine adorning of him; and in his whole 
Deportment he diſcovered a modeſt, an 
humble, and adeſerved mem; which might 
be reck'ned to bear little proportion with 
his other Accompliſhments , were it not 
that the more grac!0 Men are, the more 
humble they always are; and they are 
the Fulleſf and Richeſt Ears of Corn, which 
moſt hang down towards the Ground. 
But while he in a ſort wronged himſelf, 
to eſcape the bane and blame of Pride ; it 
is a Piece of pure Fuſtice in the Survivers, 
to Embalm the Name of a Perſon thus de- 
firable, ſince he is gone thither where he 
| has 
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has no Chaf to take fire at the ſparks of _ 
our Praiſes. 


Sic ocutos , fic alle: manus, (ic ora 
ferebat ? | 


Such a young Man as this it is that the 
Church of God is now deprived of ! 
What a Bleſiag might his Living have 
proved unto the World! But as the 
Long-liv?d Patriarchs , before the Flood, 
have ſtill that Claufe introduced of them, 
And he dyed ; which Clauſe awakened and 
Converred a Perſon of Quality,who came in 
occaſionally while the Miniiter was read- 
ing the Fifth Chaprer of Geneſis to the Con- 
gregation ; ſo muſt I now ſay of the Short- 
12d. Perſon, whom we have been paying 
our laſt Reſpet unto, He lived thus long 
in a little time, And he dated. 

Before I break off, I muſt relate, 


HI. 4s D E AT H. 


Too ſoon and too /ad a thing for me to 
mention without Sighing, Ah my Brother, 
in my Lamentation over it. : He had con- 
tracted an univerſal 1 Habit of Body ; 
which was attended with a particular ge- 

E 2 neration 
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neration of 1} Humours, where the Os leon 
and Os Sacrum joyn.; from whence it fell 
into his Thigh, until there was a very large 
collection of it there. | 

There was an /nciſion, with mature Ad- 
vice made into the 7Txmour, about a Month 
before his Expiration, which gave good 
hopes of his Recovery into a capacity of 
ſerving the Church of God ; but the Cr- 
culation, which was now given unto the. 
'putrid Fuices which his Blood, through his 
continual and ſedentary Studies, had 
been annoyed withal, ſoon enkinded a 
Fever, which burnt aſunder the thread of 
this pious Life. 

One might ſuppoſe, that ſuch a Walk 
with God as. the Reader has newly had 
Pourtrayed- before him , ſhould End in 
Raptures, and Extaſies of Aſſurance 5 but 
Iam to tell him, That this young Perſon 
had them not. And there wanted not 
Reaſon for it. For his Natural Diſtemper 
diſpoſed him to what is contrary to oy ; 
but his Deep Humility had a greater ſhare 
In the Fealouſres and Suſpicions which he 
would ſtill cheriſh of himſelf. He was. 
indeed ſo afraid of being an Hypoerite, 
that he would ſcarce allow himſelt to be 
called a Chriftiar, and he did not care - 
muc 
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much as to tell any of his own Experzences, 
no, nor, his ichnations, unleſs to one or 
two Divines, who kindly refreſhed him 
with their daily Viſits ; and with them too 
he would uphold his Difcourſe only in. 
Latin, if any one elſe were by. | 

Never did I ſee more Caution againſt 
Hypocriſie, than what was 1n him ; and a 
certain Self-abhorrence accompanying of it, 
cauſed to proceed from him no Expreſli- 
ons, but thoſe of an Abaſed Soul. When 
his Brother having recited the Terms of 
the Goſpel to him, with a deſign to obtain 
from him a Renewal of his Explicit Cone 
ſent thereunto, asked him, Whether he did 
n0t judge himſelf Sincere in that Conſent ? He. 
only replied,/ ſhould think ſo.zf it were not for 
the Seventeenth of Jeremiah, and the Ninth, 

He was Dejetted, yet not 'Deſpairing 3 
and he diſcovered a wonderfully Gractons, 
when he had not a Foyful Frame. He was 
all made up of Longings and Breathings 
after all the fulneſs of God, when he could 
not or would not pretend unto any Conft- 
dence of his Acceptance with the Lord. 

-In the time of his Health, he had not 
been without the comfortable Perſwaſtons 
for which he fo/low?d hard after God. In 
one place, I find him ſaying (on ſuch a 

E 3 day) 
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day) 1 had Fears leſt I did not love the Bleſ- 
ſed God; but yet I was ſure I deſired to keep 
his Commandments. Another time ſo ; For 
Three quarters of an Honr, Ipleaded earneſtly 
for aſſurance of the Love of God unto me, and 
1 ſaid, As many as received Chriſt Jeſus, 
to them he gave power to become the Sons 
of God ; And I did receive Feſus Chriſt, as 
the Free Gift of God ;, and received him to 
ſave me on his onn Terms : I choſe him to be 
my Prieſt, and Prophet, and King. Now [1 
begg'd of him that he would manifeſt his Ac- 
. ceprance of me, and give me the Spirit of 
Adoption: Thad then, I hope, ſome Aſſurance. 
Burt when Sickzeſs came, he was loth to 
own a clear 7ule to the Reſt of God : Yet 
before he died, he ſuffered ſome ſober  In- 
timations of his hopes to fall from him. 
There was a good Man in this Land, whoſe 
laſt words yet were, tr had been good for 
me that I had never been born. The words 
of this humble Self-loathing Young-Man, 
. were of another ſtrain. In the laſt Night, 
that we had him with us, he would have 
his Watcher to read, The Song of Simeon, 
vnto him, Now levteſt . thou thy Servant de- 
. part in Peace: And in the Morning after, 
he ſaid, 7 have now been with Feſus Chriſt ! 
which,” from ſuch a Jittle Speaker as he, 
We 
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we could not have his Explication of. 

In one of his- laſt Minutes, a faithful 
Miniſter ſaid unto him, Find you not Com- 
fort in the Lord Feſus Chriſt 2 To which he 
made only this diſcreet and humble Anſwer, 
1 Endeauour to do thoſe things which will :ſue 
in Comfort ; and then he quickly ſurren- 
dred up his Redeemed and Renewed Soul 
unto him who had loved him, and waſhed 
away hts ſins in his own blood. | Ng 

Thus he went away to the heavenly So- 
ciety, where he is beholding the Face of 
God in Righteouſneſs, and ſolacing himſelf 
in the Company not only of his bleſſed 
Grandfathers, and Uneles, and all the Spr- 
rits . of the Fiſt ; but of the amiable Jeſus 
himſelf, which is by far the beſt of at. His 
Tears are all dried up, his Fears vaniſhed 
away, and his Hopes more than anfwered 
in Foys unſpeakable, and full of glory. 

His Elder Brother having thus written cf 
him, now ſatisfies himſelf in the Duty 
therein done to God and Man ; and would 
keep waiting for his own Change, until, 
Thy Free Grace, O my God, ſhall give unto 
the moſt miſerable Sinner in the World, an 
admiſſion into Emanuel's Land. 


gag Cotton Mather. 
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One that had an Acquaintance with him,. Þ* 
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» Him Dead, how term we, from his Birth, 


by *& 


did him the Juſtice of weeping over his | 

Grave ſuch an Epitaphas this. =— 
Neloſed in this ſable Cheſt, 

[| The Hoſt once of an heavenly Gueſt 

Here lyes: Upright Nathanael, A -- 

True Off-ſpring of God's Iſrael. LE 


Who liv'd in Heaven whilſt on Earth? 'T 
His Head had Learnings Magazine, a 
H1s Heart the Altar, whence Divine 
Whole Hecatombs, which Love had fir'd, 
Of high Praiſe, and warm Pray'r aſpir'd - 
Hs Late, the Decalogue unfolded ; 

A Meat-off'ring, his Speech well moulded; 
His rare Devotion, ſuch now ſeen, = 
A. ſign of Ninety at Nineteen. | 
Years but in Bloom, Grace at full growth ; 
Angels, you Know and Think his [Worth. : Þ 
Thus Time,Youth*sGlaſs,Turs'd Ore 'rwwasRun, ||.) 
And Ages too, before begun. I 


Reſt,glorious Duſt, and let thy perfum'd Name | 
Sound in the Trumpets of Immortal Fame. Þ#+- 
For tho Tiines Teeth Mauſolean Monuments *- 
deface, | | --,,*» 
They'll never gnaw thy Name which with the | 
 Starshas place, ' 


_Poſ uit, R. Hale 
FINTS. 


